[Ultrasonic prenatal diagnosis of the Jarcho-Levin syndrome].
The Jarcho-Levin syndrome is an autosomal recessive disease characterized by spinal and rib malformations (spondylocostal dysplasia). The case reported concerns a fetus with a dorsal spine angulation noted at the 15th week of gestation. A more accurate ultrasound study performed at 20 weeks revealed shortness of the neck and thorax, irregular ribs and vertebrae and absence of other visceral abnormalities. The karyotype was normal. Therapeutic abortion proposed was finally accepted by both parents at 27 weeks. The diagnosis was confirmed by post mortem radiography. No parental consanguinity was noted.